
First Lutheran Church, Morris MN 
Order of Worship for Sunday, February 14, 2021:  Transfiguration of Our Lord 

 

 

Gathering  As we continue reading in Mark's Gospel, Jesus continues his ministry, travelling throughout  

        Galilee, proclaiming the message 'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
        repent, and believe the good news.’ And he calls disciples and heals the sick. 

 

Welcoming & Announcements 

 
Confession & Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out upon all 
people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.  

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.  (silence is kept for reflection) 

Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts 
are burdened by sin; our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to 
follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us.  We exploit the earth and its 
resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and 
left undone. Even before the words are on our tongue, you know them; receive them in your divine 
mercy.  Amen. 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of + Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and 
we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are 
called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.   Amen. 

 
Greeting: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
 

 

Kyrie 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have 
mercy. 

Help, save, comfort and defend us gracious Lord. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Day  

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. 
Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who  lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 



Hymn:  “Thy Strong Word”  #511 
 

1. Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 
 at thy speaking it was done. 
 For created light we thank thee, 
 while thine ordered seasons run. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 

4. From the cross thy wisdom shining 
 breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 
 from the cross forever beameth 
 all thy bright redeeming light. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end! 

 

                Text: Martin H. Franzmann, Music: Thomas J. Williams.  © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 
 

 Word 
 

Reading:  2 Kings 2:1-12 

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their 
way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, 
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 The 
company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”  4 Elijah said to him, 
“Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew 
near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” 
And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”  6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to 
the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them 
went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they 
both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the 
water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

 

Psalm 50:1-6 

The mighty one, God the Lord, has spoken; calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

Our of Zion, perfect is its beauty, God shines forth in glory. 

Our God will come and will not keep silence; with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging 
storm. 

God calls the heavens and the earth from above to witness the judgment of the people. 

Gather before me my loyal followers, those who have made a covenant with me and seal it with sacrifice.” 

The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, for it is God who is judge. 
 

Reading;  2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world 
has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who 
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

 

3. Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 
 bright with thine own holiness, 
 glorious now, we press toward glory, 
 and our lives our hopes confess. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end! 



Gospel Acclamation    Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?   

    You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

Gospel:  Mark 9:2-9 (response after announcement of Gospel: Glory to you, O Lord) 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one 
on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with 
Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 
him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.  9 As they 
were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the 
Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

 (response after reading of Gospel:  Praise to you, O Christ) 

Message   Transfiguration/Holy Hilarity Sunday 
 

 

Hymn:  “How Good Lord, to be Here”  #315 

 

1. How good, Lord, to be here!   
 Your glory fills the night; 
 your face and garments, like the sun,  
 shine with un-borrowed light. 
 

3. Fulfiller of the past 
 and hope of things to be, 
 we hail your body glorified 
 and our redemption see. 
 

5. How good, Lord, to be here! 
 Yet we may not remain; 
 but since you bid us leave the mount, 
 come with us to the plain. 
 

 Music: Joseph A. Robinson. Music: W. Mercer. Public Domain 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

2. How good, Lord, to be here, 
 your beauty to behold 
 where Moses and Elijah stand, 
 your messengers of old. 
 

4. Before we taste of death, 
 we see your kingdom come; 
 we long to hold the vision bright 
 and make this hill our home. 

3. Give us strength to love each other, 
 ev’ry sister, ev’ry brother; 
 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 
 
4. You who know each thought and feeling, 
 teach us all your way of healing; 
 Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Refrain 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



Offering/Offertory   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”   
 

 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free spirit. 
 

 Music: J.A. Freylinghausen. Public Domain. 
 

Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 
 

Sharing the Peace  Please share a sign of peace with one another 
 

 Sending 
 

Hymn:  “Shine, Jesus, Shine”  #671 

 

Refrain:   
Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light  
 
 

 
Text & Music: Graham Kendrick.  ©1987 Make Way Music,  Used with permission under One License #A-710041 

 
   

Benediction 

    Go in peace, serve the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mick Rose, those affected by COVID-19, those working in our hospitals and care centers, those who serve in 

the military, families of victims of war, terrorism and violence, those in our nursing homes and those who are 

homebound. Continue to pray for the overseas missionary we support, Pastor Alex LaChappelle serving as a 

pastor of Nairobi International Lutheran in Kenya, Africa. Note: you may honor a loved one and support 

Pastor LaChapelle in Kenya. Contact the church office for information. 

 

 

1.  Lord, the light of your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness, shining 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us 
Shine on me, shine on me.  Refrain 

 

2.  As we gaze on your kingly brightness 
So our faces display your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story 
Shine on me, shine on me.  Refrain 


