
2. Eternal is the gift he brings, 
 therefore our heart with rapture sings; 
 “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
 Now still he comes to give us life 
 and by his presence stills all strife. 
 “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4. Adoring praises now we bring 
 and with the heavenly blessed sing; 
 “Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 
 Be to the Father, and our Lord, 
 to Spirit blest, most holy God, 
 all the glory never ending!  

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

First Lutheran Church, Morris MN 
Order of Worship for Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020 

 

Gathering     “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  —Matthew 18:20 

 

Prelude and Lighting of the Candles 

 

Welcoming and Opening Words 

Today is the day that the Lord has made!   Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

The tomb is empty, and he is not there. 
 

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 
  

Hymn:  “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  #367 

1. Now all the vault of heaven resounds  
 in praise of love that still abounds  
 “Christ has triumphed! He is living!”   
 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!  
 Repeat their song of glory here,    
 “Christ has triumphed! He is living!”   
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

 

3.  Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;  
 set heart and will on things above  
 that we may conquer through your triumph;   
 grant grace sufficient for life’s day  
 that by our lives we truly say;  
 “Christ has triumphed! He is living!”  
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

Text: Paul Z. Strodach. Music: Geistliche Kirchenggesange  © 1958 Augsburg Fortress 
Used with permission under One License #A-710041 

 
Kyrie In peace let us pray to the Lord.    Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 



Prayer of the Day  

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of 
life.  Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your 
people toward the fulfillment of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

 Word 
Reading:  Acts 10:34-43 

Peter began to speak to the people: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ, he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced; how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea 
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day 
and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

Reading:  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 

Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous.  “The right hand of the Lord acts 
valiantly! 

The right hand of the Lord is exalted! The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 

The Lord indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand be over to death. 

Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 

“This is the gate of the Lord; here the righteous may enter.” 

I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Reading;  Colossians 3:1-4 

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also 
will be revealed with him in glory. 
 



Gospel Acclamation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel:  Matthew 28:1-10  (after announcement of Gospel: Glory to you, O Lord) 

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb.  And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow.  For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men.  But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who 
was crucified.  He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 
he lay.  Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.”  So they left the tomb 
quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  

 (response after reading of Gospel:  Praise to you, O Christ) 

Message 

 

Hymn:  “The Day of Resurrection!”  #361 

1. The day of resurrection!  

 Earth, tell it out abroad, 

 the passover of gladness, 

 the passover of God. 

 From death to life eternal, 

 from sin’s dominion free, 

 our Christ has brought us over 

 with hymns of victory. 

 

3. Now let the heavens be joyful, 

 let earth its song begin, 

 the round world keep high triumph 

 and all that is there in. 

 Let all things, seen and unseen, 

 their notes of gladness blend; 

 for Christ the Lord has risen, 

 our joy that has no end! 
 

Text: John of Damascus, German melody.  Public Domain. 

 

2. Let hearts be purged of evil 

 that we may see aright 

 the Lord in rays of eternal 

 of resurrection light, 

 and listening to his accents, 

 may hear, so calm and plain; 

 his own “All hail!” and hearing, 

 may raise the glad refrain. 



Statement of Faith:  Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 

Offering  
 

 

Offertory  “Create in me a clean heart, O God,      

   and renew a right spirit within me. 
   Cast me not away from your presence, 
   and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
   Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
   and uphold me with your free Spirit.” 
 

Music: J.A. Freylinghausen.  Used with permission under One License #A-710041 

 



Prayers  

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times, and 
places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. (a brief silence) 
 

As people around the world respond to the pandemic, lift up the weary, heal the sick, inspire 
endurance, comfort the grieving; continue to strengthen us all to do our part to help however we are 
able, to alleviate the burden and restore our world to wholeness.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

All your creation praises you; the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and the galaxies whirl in 
glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our voices in song. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our minds on fear and greed rather 
than on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all countries on your cornerstone of peace. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the fearful, the 
suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your loving presence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of resurrection life, even as we practice social distancing, you come among us, and remind us we 
are the Body of Christ in the world, connected by the Risen Christ in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit...  Thank you for technology which allows us to worship together, and recognize our unity, even 
when we are physically apart.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. We remember those 
who have died. Inspire us to live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw us to you in our final 
days. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal 
care; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy Kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
   



 Sending 

 

Hymn:  “Christ Has Risen, Alleluia”  #364 

1.  Christ has arisen, alleluia. 
Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 
For our redeemer burst from the tomb, 
and in its conquest his might did show 
Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 
Death’s fearful sting he has come to destroy. 
Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 
Jesus is living, alleluia!  

 
Text: Bernard Kyamanywa. Music: Tanzanian traditional  

©1968 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 

 

Benediction 

 

2.   The angel said to them, “Do not fear. 
You look for Jesus who is not here. 
See for yourselves the tomb is all bare. 
Only the grave clothes are lying there.” 
Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 
Death’s fearful sting he has come to destroy. 
Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 
Jesus is living, alleluia!  

Jane Johnson and family on the death of her mother, Dennis Feuchtenberger and family on the death of 

his father, family and friends of Mary Anderson, Mick Rose, Angie Staples,  those affected by COVID-19, 

those who serve in the military, families of victims of war, terrorism and violence, those in our nursing 

homes and those who are homebound. 

 

Continue to pray for the overseas missionary we support. Pastor Alex LaChappelle serving as a pastor of 

Nairobi International Lutheran in Kenya, Africa.  Note: you may honor a loved one and support Pastor 

LaChapelle in Kenya. Contact the church office for information. 

 

 

 

Continue to pray for our ongoing ministry as we join in ministry with our brothers and sisters from South 

Africa. Pray for the churches of the South Eastern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of South 

Africa. 

 

 

Also, let us pray for Tabitha and Tony Yang, Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) serving in Hungary. 

Thank you to those who contributed flowers for our Easter Celebration 

In memory of Brion, Joyce & Vince Dalager and Pat & Don Dietz from Bob & Vicki Dalager 

In memory of Ted & Phyllis Dosdall from John & Diane Dosdall 

In memory of our parents from Ward & Carol Voorhees 

In memory of Mom & Dad from Sherry Anderson 

In memory of Mom & Dad from Eugene & Cathy Anderson 

In memory of Louie Carlson from Cheryl Higgins 

In honor of our daughters and their families from Ward & Carol Voorhees 

In honor of our families from Doug & Sharon Ehlers 


