
2. Walking the way, Christ in the center 
 telling the story to open our eyes; 
 breaking our bread, giving us glory; 
 Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise, 
 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
4. Weeping be gone; sorrow, be silent; 
 death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
 Cherubim sing; O grave, be open! 
 Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise, 
 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herbert F Brokering.  Music: David N Johnson.   ©1995 Augsburg Fortress. 

Used with permission under One License #A-710041 

First Lutheran Church, Morris MN 
Order of Worship for Sunday, May 10, 2020 

 

Gathering     “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  —Matthew 18:20 

 

Prelude and Lighting of the Candles 

 

Welcoming and Announcements 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow 
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was give to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
Hymn:  “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!”  #377 

1. Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 
 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise, 
 Give God the glory! Alleluia!  

 

3. Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 
 life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 
 gift of the future now flowing to me. 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise, 
 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
5. City of God, Easter forever, 
 golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
 river of life, saints and archangels, 
 sing with creation to God the I am! 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise, 
 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 



Kyrie In peace let us pray to the Lord.    Lord, have mercy.   

 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let 
 us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, 
 have mercy. 

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  Amen. 

 

“You Are Holy”  #525 

You are holy, you are whole. You are always ever more,  
than we ever understand.  You are always at hand. 
Blessed are you coming near. Blessed are you coming here, 
to your church in wine and bread, raised from soil, raise from dead. 
You are holy, you are wholeness, you are present. 
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord! 
Sing hosanna in the highest! Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to our God!   
 

Text & Music: Per Harling. ©1990 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And 
also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, 
to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 Word 
Reading:  Acts 7:55-60 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God. “Look” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then 
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then 
he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said 
this, he died. 

 
 

Reading:  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your righteousness. 

Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the sake of your 
name, lead me and guide me. 

Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are the tower of my strength. 

Into your hands I commend my spirit; for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 

My times are in your hand;  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 

Let your face shine upon your servants; save me in your steadfast love.  

 



Reading;  1 Peter 2:2-10 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation; if indeed 
you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen 
and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: 
“See I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be 
put to shame.”  To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that 
the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and “a stone that makes them stumble, and 
a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But 
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim 
the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation     Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 

    You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

Gospel:  John 14:1-14  (response after announcement of Gospel: Glory to you, O Lord) 

Jesus said to the disciples; “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.  In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also.  And you know the way to the place where I am going.”  Thomas said to 
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”  Jesus said to him, “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  If you know me, you will 
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”  Philip said to him, “Lord, show us 
the Father, and we will be satisfied.”  Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you 
still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.  Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.  Very truly, I tell you, 
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, 
because I am going to the Father.  I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son.  If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.   

 (response after reading of Gospel:  Praise to you, O Christ) 

Special Music:  Brad & Ana Miller 
 

Message 

 

Hymn:  “You Are the Way”  #758 

1. You are the way; to you alone 
  from sin and death we flee; 
 all those who search for God,  
 you find and by your grace set free. 
 

3. You are the life; the rending tomb 
 proclaims your conquering arm; 
 and those who put their trust in you 
 not death nor hell shall harm.  
 

 Text: George W Doane.  Music: Psalter, Edinburgh.   Public Domain. 
  

2. You are the truth; your word alone 
 true wisdom can impart; 
 you only can inform the mind 
 and purify the heart. 
 
4. You are the way, the truth, the life, 
 grant us that way to know, 
 that truth to keep, that life to win, 
 whose joys eternal flow. 



Statement of Faith:  Apostle Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

Offering/Offertory  :  “Create in Me a Clean Heart”   #185 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit with me. 

 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers.  
©1993 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 

 

Prayers  

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times, and 
places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. (a brief silence) 
 

Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual house. Continually strengthen your 
church as it is sent forth to proclaim your love. We pray especially for new congregations and those in 
redevelopment. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation. Fill us with respect and awe for the world you have 
made, including volcanoes, ocean currents, tropical rainstorms, glaciers, and other forces that both 
destroy and create.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Align our ways to your love, O God. We pray for countries, leaders and other organizations as they 
prepare places for those seeking refuge and safety. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighted down by many troubles. 
Comfort their suffering and ease their distress, and carry their burdens.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 



Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach young children, for the safe pregnancies of 
expectant parents, and for families who struggle with infertility and miscarriage. We give thanks for 
all who have shown mothering care, and we remember all for whom this day is difficult. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died. Give us faith to take hold of the 
promise of your eternal life.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal 
care; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy Kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Sharing the Peace   Please share a sign the peace with one another  

 

 Sending 
 

Hymn:  “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”  #674 

1. Let us talents and tongues employ, 
 reaching out with a shout of joy; 
 bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
 Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around; loaves abound! 

 
3. Jesus calls us in, send us out 
 bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
 give us love to tell, bread to share; 
 God Immanuel everywhere! 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around, loaves abound! 

 

 Text: Fred Kaan. Music: Jamaican folk tune, adapt. Doreen Potter.  
  © 1975 Hope Publishing. Used with permission under One License #A-710041.   

  
 

Benediction 

2.  Christ is able to make us one, 
 at the table he sets the tone, 
 teaching people to live to bless, 
 love in word and in deed express. 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around; loaves abound! 
 



Mick Rose, Angie Staples, those affected by COVID-19, those who serve in the military, families of 

victims of war, terrorism and violence, those in our nursing homes and those who are homebound.  

Continue to pray for the overseas missionary we support. Pastor Alex LaChappelle serving as a pastor of 

Nairobi International Lutheran in Kenya, Africa.  Note: you may honor a loved one and support Pastor 

LaChapelle in Kenya. Contact the church office for information. 

 

 

 

Continue to pray for our ongoing ministry as we join in ministry with our brothers and sisters from South 

Africa. Pray for the churches of the South Eastern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of South 

Africa. 

 

 

Also, let us pray for Tabitha and Tony Yang, Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) serving in Hungary. 

Tabitha is the daughter of Pastor Dell & Tammy Sanderson from Faith Lutheran Church in Morris. 

 

 

  

 



Sermon for Stewardship of Creation Sunday, May 2, 2020 by Pastor Dan Belgum 

 

Children:  Please take your glass of water. And look at it. Is it clear? Is it clean? Would you like to take a sip?  
Then, do that!?  Isn’t the water beautiful!?  And clean and refreshing? Yes. And we want to drink it, right?  
Now, please add a tablespoon of mud, and a tablespoon of salt to your water. Take a spoon and stir it up. 
How does it look?  Would you like to take a big gulp?  Go ahead, take a nice drink. Would you like to taste it?  
Why, or why not? Water is one of God’s greatest feats in creation. It’s amazing!  It even floats when it 
freezes, so that fish and other creatures living in lakes aren’t clobbered and killed by it descending on them in 
the winter. ALL living things depend on water!  Including us. We need clean water, not only for bathing, and 
drinking.  All creatures depend on water for life and survival. It is important that we protect our water. It is 
part and parcel of God’s Good Earth. Just think, God’s sacrament of Holy Baptism, ordained by Jesus, requires 
clean water.  What a great gift clean water is!  Is it not our obligation to keep it that way? As Ward said a 
moment ago: We are stewards of the earth.  Yet, God still is the owner.  We are seeing spring and new life 
emerging all around us at this time. The winter’s ice has gone off our lakes, at least here where we live. 
Waterfowl like geese and ducks are returning. What a wonderful sight.  As a friend wrote to me:  “God does 
create with a lot of pizazz.”   
 

How true! Yesterday, I added a new bird to my “life list,” with the help of neighbors: A Harris’s Sparrow.   
Normally, the sparrow is a small bird, however, the Harris’s Sparrow is the largest sparrow. I’m not sure if it’s 
named for Al Harris, from our church, or not. I’ll have to ask Mr. Harris later.  Meanwhile, the Harris’s 
Sparrow has a black head, and white breast, and pink bill. So, let’s face it: that’s pretty strange for a sparrow! 
Maybe you’ve seen a bright red and orange Cardinal, or a beautiful male Wood Duck with its gaudy colors, or 
heard a White-throated Sparrow, or a migrating state bird, the Loon, this spring.  All of us can agree that 
birds are remarkable creatures that can defy gravity!  We see them every day now.  What would it be like to 
lose some of these birds?  What a loss that would be.  Flowers are emerging from winter dormancy, and 
hidden recent growth;  and leaves and flower buds are pushing out of tree buds, and the ground.  
 

Now, there is a hypothesis called the “Biophilia hypothesis” (Bio, meaning “life”; philia, meaning “love”) 
which suggests that we humans possess an innate tendency to seek connections with nature and other forms 
of life.  A scientist named Edward O. Wilson introduced and popularized the hypothesis in his 
book, Biophilia (1984). He defines biophilia as "the urge to affiliate with other forms of life".  I definitely 
believe this is true.  Biophilia is seen in farmers…. They are stewards of the soil, and of creatures on their 
land. They plant the seeds, and seek to nurture their soil and crops, and wetlands, and care of their beasts – 
all the creatures that they steward. Good farmers are caretakers of all God has entrusted to them. And we 
see this urge to affiliate and relate to other forms of life. Including the living soil that Ward spoke of.  
 

Biologists become biologists because of biophilia. This urge to study and relate to other creatures. Birders 
and naturalists, dog and cat lovers, and really, all of us!  Everyone finds joy in some aspect of nature.  It’s in 
our genes and our souls. We know that we have a great desire and need to affiliate with one another, too. 
Made all the more evident with this Coronavirus and Stay at Home.  
 

I also believe that God has a profound urge to affiliate with other forms of life. God must have created us for 
a reason.  Perhaps God was lonely?   
 

I remember learning in Church Sunday school the famous and beloved words of John 3:16: “For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only Son. So that everyone who believes in Him might not perish, but have eternal 
life!”  Not only does God love us, God loves the world. The word “world” in John 3:16, is a translation from 



the Greek word cosmos. Not only did God declare in these words that you and I are loved and cared for, but 
the Holy One loves all of the Cosmos!  Not only other people of earth, boys and girls, men and women, and 
all living creatures of earth, but also the planets and stars and galaxies.  
 

God has desired to bring us; and all creation into an eternal relationship.  As we read in Romans 8:  “… in 
hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God.”  This points to the future, when God promises to redeem, and make all things 
new; all of creation. That leads us to the story in Genesis of Noah and his family and the Ark.  
 

The story begins with God seeing “that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5).  “God was grieved to the 
heart, regrets having made human beings, and decides to get rid of them. So to start over, God warns Noah 
to build an ark to preserve his family and a few of every animal species. And it rains.” (Patricia Tull, Working 
Preacher, April 17, 2017). And rains, and rains.  
 

This beloved story, has that violent aspect to it. Human sin led to God’s grief, and wrath and judgment.  The 
story also has a “winsome dimension” as is seen in so many children’s books.  The building of the ark, and 
the fact that God desired to preserve every living creature on this ark.  And so, at God’s command, Noah 
brought seven pairs of each creature on board the Ark.  Animals, male and female; and the birds of the air.  
Male and females in pairs of each one.  That would be a massive undertaking!  Can you imagine the clean-
up effort!?  It’s a really good thing Noah could bring his son’s and his son’s wives along to help!  Anyway, 
Noah and his family did as they were told. 
 

Afterwards, God must have felt badly about all this destruction.  For, in spite of the face that human beings 
did not become any better after Noah and the flood, God decided to never again send a flood to destroy 
life. In fact, God took great pains through Adam, to ensure that all creatures of every shape, and kind would 
be preserved for the future!!  
 

Covenant—six times in ten verses in Chapter 9, God declares this covenant (promise) with Noah and his 
family, and all creation:  It struck me that God declared six times that all the creatures are also part of this  
promise:  “As for me,” God declared, “I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after 
you, and with every living creature that is with you. The domestic animals, and every animal of the earth 
with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh 
be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”  Here we 
see how much God cares for all of life and all Creatures God has made!!!  God declared, the sign of this 
promise (or covenant) would be the rainbow.    
 

As Christian Stewards we find our place among the creatures and love the whole creation as we love 
ourselves. God’s love and intention for the whole cosmos, and God’s concern and love for every living 
creature is evident in the story of Noah. God Promised never again to send such a flood, and destruction, to 
earth as we learn from this story.    
 

We humans, on the other hand, are capable of destroying our earth household.  The destiny of the 
creatures is in our hands. Nowhere does the Scripture say that God will protect us from ourselves.  So, God 
has given us the responsibility to care for the creatures, for the earth, for our future and our children’s and 
grand-children’s future. We are all in it together!  To echo Ward Voorhees: “Being a good Christian steward 
means every one of us has a moral obligation to take good care of all of God’s creation.  We don’t own it, 
but we are responsible for it.”   This is our calling.  May God help us!  Amen.  
 
 


