
2. Sing, brother wind, with clouds and rain 
 you grow the gifts of fruit and grain: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Dear sister water, useful, clear; 
 make music for your Lord to hear: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4. All who for love of God forgive; 
 all who in pain or sorrow grieve; 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Christ bears your burdens and your fears; 
 still make your song amid the tears: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
6. O sisters, brothers, take your part;  
 and worship God with humble heart: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 All creatures, bless the Father, Son; 
 and Holy Spirit, Three in One: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

First Lutheran Church, Morris MN 
Order of Worship for Sunday, May 3, 2020 

 

Gathering     “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  —Matthew 18:20 

 

Prelude and Lighting of the Candles 

 

Welcoming and Litany of Thanksgiving for Creation 

Lord God, all you have created is good; forests and prairies, fields and gardens; 

Rivers and lakes, oceans and seas; fish and fowl, frogs and fishers; 

Peacocks and prairie chickens;  primrose and ponies. 

You have provided all that we need for life; fruits and vegetables of every kind. 

Bread for eating, water for drinking and wine for gladdening the heart; 

The whole creation praises you!  You have declared that all you have made is good. 

Inspire us and command us to be good stewards of all things; help us to see ourselves as part of the web of 
life, and to be worthy to be called stewards of the living God. Amen.  

 
  

Hymn:  “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!”  #835 

1. All creatures, worship God most high! 
 Sound every voice in earth and sky: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; 
 sing, sister moon and stars of night: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

 

3. Sing, brother fire, so mirthful strong; 
 drive far the shadows, join the throng; 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Dear mother earth, so rich in care; 
 praise God in colors bright and rare: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
5. And you, most gentle sister death; 
 waiting to hush our final breath: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom; 
 fair is the night that leads us home: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

  

Text: Francis of Assisi.  Music: Geisliche Kirchengesange.   ©1997 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 

 



Kyrie In peace let us pray to the Lord.    Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  Amen. 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, who in your self-emptying love gathered up and reconciled all creation 
to the Father. Innumerable galaxies of the heavens worship you. Creatures that grace the earth rejoice 
in you.  All those in the deepest seas bow to you in adoration.  As with them we give you praise, grant 
that we may cherish the earth, our home, and live in harmony with this good creation, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 Word 
 

Reading:  Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-19, 9:8-13 

Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you alone 
are righteous before me in this generation.  Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and 
its mate; and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and its mate;  and seven pairs of the birds 
of the air also, male and female, to keep their kind alive on the face of all the earth.  For in seven days I 
will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights; and every living thing that I have made I will 
blot out from the face of the ground.”  And Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him.  In the six 
hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day 
all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened.  The rain 
fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.  On the very same day Noah with his sons, Shem and Ham 
and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons entered the ark, they and every wild 
animal of every kind, and all domestic animals of every kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth, and every bird of every kind—every bird, every winged creature.  They went into the ark with 
Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life.  And those that entered, male and 
female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the LORD shut him in.  The flood continued 
forty days on the earth; and the waters increased, and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth.  
The waters swelled and increased greatly on the earth; and the ark floated on the face of the waters.  At 
the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and sent out the raven; and 
it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth.  Then he sent out the dove from him, to 
see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground; but the dove found no place to set its foot, 
and it returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out 
his hand and took it and brought it into the ark with him.  He waited another seven days, and again he 
sent out the dove from the ark;  and the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was 
a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth.  Then he waited 
another seven days, and sent out the dove; and it did not return to him any more.  In the six hundred 
first year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from the earth; and 



Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and saw that the face of the ground was drying.  In the 
second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry.  Then God said to Noah,  “Go 
out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you.  Bring out with you every 
living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth—so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”  So Noah went out 
with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives.  And every animal, every creeping thing, and every bird, 
everything that moves on the earth, went out of the ark by families.  Then God said to Noah and to his sons 
with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with 
every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with 
you, as many as came out of the ark.  I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut 
off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”  God said, “This is 
the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and 
the earth.  

 

 

Reading:  Psalm 104:1-2, 10-35 

Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, you are very great. You are clothed with honor and majesty,   

wrapped in light as with a garment. You stretch out the heavens like a tent, 

You make springs gush forth in the valleys; they flow between the hills, 

giving drink to every wild animal; the wild asses quench their thirst.  

By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation; they sing among the branches. 

From your lofty abode you water the mountains;  the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 

You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, and plants for people to use, to bring forth food from the earth,  

and wine to gladden the human heart, oil to make the face shine, and bread to strengthen the human 
heart. 

The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly, the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. 

In them the birds build their nests; the stork has its home in the fir trees. 

The high mountains are for the wild goats; the rocks are a refuge for the coneys. 

You have made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows its time for setting. 

You make darkness, and it is night, when all the animals of the forest come creeping out. 

The young lions roar for their prey, seeking their food from God. 

When the sun rises, they withdraw and lie down in their dens. 

People go out to their work and to their labor until the evening. 

O LORD, how manifold are your works!  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your 
creatures. 

Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are there, living things both small and great. 

There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 

These all look to you to give them their food in due season; 

when you give to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 



When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and return to 
their dust. 

When you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of the ground. 

May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in his works— 

who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains and they smoke. 

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 

May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the LORD. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul. Praise the LORD! 

 

 

Reading;  Romans 8:19-23 

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God.  We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now;  and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, 
the redemption of our bodies.  

 

 

Stewards of Creation:  Ward Voorhees 

 

Special Music:  Mike Odello    (Bist du bei mir by JS Bach) 

 

Gospel Acclamation     Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 

    You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

 

Gospel:  Revelation 21:1-7  (response after announcement of Gospel: Glory to you, O Lord) 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 
sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the 
home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be 
with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will 
be no more, for the first things have passed away.”  And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I 
am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said 
to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water 
as a gift from the spring of the water of life.  Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their 
God and they will be my children. 

 
 (response after reading of Gospel:  Praise to you, O Christ) 
 

 

Message 

 



Hymn:  “Light Dawns on a Weary World”  #726 

1. Light dawns on a weary world 
 when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. 
 Light dawns on a weary world 
 the promised day of justice comes.  Refrain 
 

2. Love grows in a weary world 
 when hungry hearts find bread 
 and children’s dreams are fed. 
 Love grows in a weary world; 
 the promised feast of plenty comes. Refrain 
 

3. Hope blooms in a weary world 
 when creatures, once forlorn, 
 find wilderness reborn. 
 Hope blooms in a weary world; 
 the promised green of Eden comes. Refrain       
 

 

Statement of Faith:  Apostle Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

Offering/Offertory  :  “Create in Me a Clean Heart”   #185 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit with me. 

 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers.  
©1993 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 

 

Refrain:  
The trees shall clap their hands; 
the dry lands, gush with springs, 
the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
We shall go out in joy; and be led forth in peace, 
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 
 
Text: Mary L. Bringle. Music: William P. Rowan © 2002 GIA Publications.  
Used with permission under One License #A-710041 



Prayers  

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times, and 
places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. (a brief silence) 
 

Shepherding God, we thank you for the educational ministries of your church. Enrich the work of teachers, 
professors, mentors, advisors, and facility at colleges, seminaries, and learning sites. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Creating God, we praise you for those who maintain and operate farm equipment, for those who plant 
and harvest crops, for local farmers’ markets, and for those involved in agriculture of any kind. Strengthen 
their hands as they feed the world.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Guiding God, no one should be in want. Bid the nations to return to your paths of righteousness and 
inspire our leaders to walk in your ways, so that all may have the opportunity to live abundantly and 
sustainably.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Comforting God, you carry us tenderly. We pray for those who walk through dark valleys overshadowed by 
anxiety and overwhelmed with suffering.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Nurturing God, you desire justice for the hungry. Bless advocacy work, food panties, and feeding ministries 
in our congregations. May none of our neighbors lack for basic needs.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Everlasting God, your beloved have heard your voice; you have called them by name and guided them to 
your side in death. We thank you for their lives of faithful witness.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”  #752 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy Kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 



Mick Rose, Angie Staples, those affected by COVID-19, those who serve in the military, families of 

victims of war, terrorism and violence, those in our nursing homes and those who are homebound.  

Continue to pray for the overseas missionary we support. Pastor Alex LaChappelle serving as a pastor of 

Nairobi International Lutheran in Kenya, Africa.  Note: you may honor a loved one and support Pastor 

LaChapelle in Kenya. Contact the church office for information. 

 

 

 

Continue to pray for our ongoing ministry as we join in ministry with our brothers and sisters from South 

Africa. Pray for the churches of the South Eastern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of South 

Africa. 

 

 

Also, let us pray for Tabitha and Tony Yang, Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) serving in Hungary. 

Tabitha is the daughter of Pastor Dell & Tammy Sanderson from Faith Lutheran Church in Morris. 

2. All thy works with joy surround thee, 
 earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 
 stars and angels sing around thee, 
 center of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
 flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 
 call us to rejoice in thee. 

Sharing the Peace   Please share a sign the peace with one another  

 
 

 Sending 

 

Hymn:  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”  #836 

1.  Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,  
 God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee,  
praising thee, their sun above, 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
drive the gloom of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day. 
 

3. Thou art giving and forgiving, 
 ever blessing, every blest, 
 well-spring of the joy of living, 
 ocean-depth of happy rest! 
 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
 all who live in love are thine; 
 teach us how to love each other, 
 lift us to the joy divine! 

 
 Text: Henry van Dyke. Music: Ludwig van Beethoven.  Public domain.   

  

 

Benediction 

 

 

  

 


