
First Lutheran Church, Morris MN 
Order of Worship for Sunday, June 28, 2020—4th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Gathering     “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  —Matthew 18:20 

 

Prelude and Lighting of the Candles 

 

Welcoming and Announcements 
 

Hymn:  “Baptized and Set Free”  #453 

1. We are people created, chosen by God. 
 Then we’re washed, ever gently, in mercy and love. 
 Sin has power no more, Jesus opened the door 
 to a fountain bringing healing, and wholeness and more. 
 
2. We are fed and we’ve nourished, filled and refreshed. 

  Then our hunger returns and again we are blessed. 
  For whatever the need, God is greater indeed; 
  endless ocean, always deeper than all of our need. 

 
3. We are nourished by water, all living things, 
 and by life that the Spirit abundantly brings. 
 As we journey toward home, may your presence be known; 
 precious river, every flowing, now carry us home. 
 
4. Now with praise and thanksgiving, we join the song. 

  All are welcome! We gather to sing loud and strong. 
  Not enslaved but set free! From now on, all will be 
  one in Jesus, one in water, baptized and set free! 

 

 Text & Music:  Cathy Skogen-Soldner. © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 
 

 
 

Kyrie In peace let us pray to the Lord.    Lord, have mercy.   

 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let 
 us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, 
 have mercy.   

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  Amen. 

 

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  #836 

Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 

Text: Henry van Dyke; Music: Ludwig van Beethoven. Public Domain 

 



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And 
also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the world. Mold us 
into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  

Word 
Reading:  Jeremiah 28:5-9 

Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people 
who were standing in the house of the LORD; and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may 
the LORD fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of 
the house of the LORD, and all the exiles.  But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the 
hearing of all the people.  The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, 
and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms.  As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when 
the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.”  

 

Reading:  Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing; from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 

For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; you have set your faithfulness firmly in the 
heavens. 

“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 

‘I will establish your line forever, and preserve your throne for all generations.’” 

Happy are the people who know the festal shout!  They walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence. 

They rejoice daily in your name; they are jubilant in your righteousness. 

For you are the glory of their strength, and by your favor our might is exalted. 

Truly, our shield belongs to the Lord; our king to the Holy One of Israel.  
 

Reading;  Romans 6:12-23 

Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions.   No longer 
present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have 
been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness.  For sin 
will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.  What then? Should we sin 
because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!  Do you not know that if you present yourselves 
to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or 
of obedience, which leads to righteousness?  But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, 
have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, 
having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.  I am speaking in human terms because of 
your natural limitations.  For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and 
greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.  When you were 
slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what advantage did you then get from the things of 
which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death.  But now that you have been freed from sin and 
enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life.  For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



2. Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
 and words are strong and true, 
 where all God’s children dare to seek 
 to dream God’s reign anew. 
 Here the cross shall stand as witness 
 and as symbol of God’s grace; 
 here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 
 All are welcome, all are welcome, 
 all are welcome in this place. 
 

4. Let us build a house where hands  will reach 
 beyond the wood and stone 
 to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
 and live the Word they’ve known. 
 Here the outcast and the stranger 
 bear the image of God’s face; 
 let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
 All are welcome, all are welcome, 
 all are welcome in this place. 
 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation    Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?   

    You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

 

Gospel:  Matthew 10:40-42  (response after announcement of Gospel: Glory to you, O Lord) 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent 
me.   Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever 
welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the 
righteous;  and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—
truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 

 (response after reading of Gospel:  Praise to you, O Christ) 

 

Message 

 

Hymn:  “All Are Welcome”  #641 

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell 
 and all can safely live, 
 a place where saints and children tell 
 how hearts learn to forgive. 
 Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
 rock of faith and vault of grace; 
 here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 All are welcome, all are welcome, 
 all are welcome in this place. 
  

3. Let us build a house where love is found  
 in water, wine and wheat; 
 a banquet hall on holy ground  
 where peace and justice meet. 
 Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
 is revealed in time and space; 
 as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 
 All are welcome, all are welcome, 
 all are welcome in this place. 
 
5. Let us build a house where all are named, 
 their songs and visions heard  
 and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  
 as words within the Word. 
 Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
 prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
 let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
 all are welcome, all are welcome, 
 all are welcome in this place. 
 

 Text & Muisc: Marty Haugen.  ©1994 GIA Publications, Inc.  Used with permission under One License #A-710041 
 



Statement of Faith:  Apostle Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

Offering/Offertory  :  "Create in Me a Clean Heart”  #185  
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit with me. 

 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers.  ©1993 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 
 

 

Prayers  

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. (a brief silence)   
God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in Christ. Bless our conversations. Shape 
our shared future and give us hearts eager to join in a festal shout of praise. Hear us O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 

God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide all that we need. Inspire us to care for 
our environment and be attuned to where the earth is crying out. Hear us O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities, judges, and politicians to act with 
compassion. Teach us to overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, and welcome one another as we 
would welcome you. Hear us O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who are sick, lonely or abandoned. 
Strengthen those who are in prison or awaiting trial. Renew the spirits of all who call upon you. Hear us O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us passion to embrace your mission and the 
vision to recognize where you are leading us. Teach us how to live more faithfully with each other.  Hear us O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died. Keep us steadfast in our faith and renew our trust 
in your promise. Hear us O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 



 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sharing the Peace   Please share a sign the peace with one another  
 

 Sending 
 

Hymn:  “Lift Every Voice and Sing”  #841 

1. Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, 
 ring with the harmonies of liberty. 
 Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies, 
 let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
 Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
 sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
 facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
 let us march on till victory is won. 
   

2. Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 
 felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
 yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 
 come to the place for which our parents sighed? 
 We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 
 we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
 out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
 where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 
3. God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
 thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
 thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, 
 keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
 Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 
 lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 
 shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand, 
 true to our God, true to our native land. 
 

  Text: James W. Johnson.  Music:  J. Rosamond Johnson.    
   

Benediction 

 

2. I love to tell the story; how pleasant to repeat 
 what seems, each time I tell it,  
 more wonderfully sweet! 
 I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 
 the message of salvation from God’s own holy word. 
 Refrain 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 
thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
   on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 



Mick Rose, those affected by COVID-19, those who serve in the military, families of victims of war, 

terrorism and violence, those in our nursing homes and those who are homebound. Continue to pray for 

the overseas missionary we support. Pastor Alex LaChappelle serving as a pastor of Nairobi 

International Lutheran in Kenya, Africa.  Note: you may honor a loved one and support Pastor 

LaChapelle in Kenya. Contact the church office for information. 

 

Sermon for the Third Sunday after Pentecost, June 21st, 2020 by Pastor Dan Belgum 

Jeremiah 20: 7-13 Psalm 69: 7-18, Romans 6: 1-11, Matthew 10: :24-39 

 

Happy Father’s Day!  This is a difficult Gospel reading today; including for fathers. 

 

Yet, it is before us, and we have to take it into account, if we are at all serious about our faith journey, and 

God’s call on our lives, and our Baptism.  Jesus’ promises his disciples that following him will lead to division 

and discord in even that elemental unit of life: the family. That is a deeply sobering thought! 

 

When he says he has “not come to bring peace, but a sword”  we may ask: ‘What in the world is Jesus 

talking about?’  Let’s be clear:  he is not advocating violence!  He is using this as a metaphor or “word 

picture” for what follows:  For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 

mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own 

household.  Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or 

daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not 

worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 

 

I’ll admit this is an unsettling word from the Lord.  What we learn is that division, rejection and suffering are 

the likely results of following Jesus.   This was so for many if not all of the earliest followers of Jesus.  

 

What do we make of this difficult teaching?  This passage that makes it sound like we are signing up for a 

battle, if we put our trust and our heart with Him.  Yet, this is descriptive of the early church – those early 

believers faced much persecution.  Sometimes, their new allegiance to Jesus led to discord in their closest 

family relationships.  

 

There already seems to be enough division in our world.   Some are acquainted with division and discord in 

their own families.  This is a part of the human condition.  Sibling “rivalries” are an example. Much of the 

discord and division is avoidable and unnecessary (Lose).  That’s tragic, yet it is also true.  Wherever we can 

we try to heal this and we pray for God’s help. 

 

There is also division and discord that is unavoidable, and comes from being true to our faith, and following 

Christ.  It “comes with the territory” of sharing the truth of the gospel.  It comes with decisions we make 

when we follow him.  Some relationships will be severed.    

 

Yes, it seems that Jesus does bring about division.    

 

Yet, He also brings people together, as is evident today, in this place, and at tens of thousands of other 

houses of worship, even as many of us continue to physically distance, and many are simply watching 

worship on TV or their phone or computer.  We need to hold this in tension with the Gospel text for today!  

Yes, Jesus also brings unlikely people together.   

  

The Psalmist cries out to God, a plea for help (Psalm 69).  Why?  Because even his kin have turned against 

him.  



And “Those who sit at the gate murmur against me; and the drunkards make songs about me.” (Ps. 69: 

12). It’s almost humorous, unless you’re the target of such songs.  How painful that would be!  

 

Thomas a Kempis, who wrote the classic work titled:  Imitation of Christ, and who lived in the 14th and 15th 

centuries, wrote: “Jesus has now many lovers of the heavenly kingdom but few bearers of His cross.”  

― Thomas à Kempis, Imitation Of Christ (Thomas À Kempis, original name Thomas 

Hemerken (born 1379/80, Kempen, near Düsseldorf, Rhineland [Germany]—died Aug. 8, 1471, 

Agnietenberg, near Zwolle, Bishopric of Utrecht [now in the Netherlands]), Christian theologian, the 

probable author of Imitatio Christi (Imitation of Christ), a devotional book that, with the exception of 

the Bible, has been considered the most influential work in Christian literature.) 

 

What does it mean, when Jesus commands us, “Take up your cross and follow me!” 

The prophets and apostles, and truly the faithful across the ages, have sometimes faced severe 

persecution, division, and discord, in living out their discipleship.   

 

It’s there in Jeremiah’s lamentations about having to be a mouthpiece for God’s Word among the people 

of Israel.   We can think of Martin Luther, who had to hide at the Wartburg Castle for a year; who was 

considered an outlaw by the church; who was threatened with death breathing down his neck.  Or John 

Wesley, in the 18th century England, expelled from the Church of England for preaching out-of-doors. Or, in 

our own time: Nelson Mandela, or Daniel Berrigan, Martin Luther King, Jr. and others, who were jailed, or 

martyred for their faith and action.  There are also so many untold stories!! 

 

In Bearing the Cross, David Garrow tells about such a moment in the life of Martin Luther King, Jr.  In the 

middle of the Montgomery bus boycott, (early 1960s) King was facing a personal crisis of confidence. 

Garrow writes: With negotiations with the city bogging down and resistance from the white community 

strengthening, King was growing weary, and frightened as well.  He had received over forty telephone calls 

threatening his life and the well-being of his family.  Late one night, King returned home from a meeting 

only to receive yet another call warning him to leave town soon if he wanted to stay alive.  

 

Unable to sleep after this disturbing threat, he sat at the kitchen table and worried. In the midst of his 

anxiety something told him he could no longer call on anyone for help but God.  So he prayed, confessing 

his weakness and his loss of courage.  “At that moment,” he said later, “I could hear an inner voice saying 

to me ‘Martin Luther, stand up for righteousness.  Stand up for justice. Stand up for the truth.  And lo, I will 

be with you, even until the end of the world.” It was, King realized, the voice of Jesus speaking a word of 

promise, a word of reassurance, a timely word of comfort and strength (Garrow, p. 58) (in Thomas G. Long,  

Interpretation: Hebrews, A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching, p. 9). Also, quoted in my 

Farewell sermon at Gloria Dei, Redwood Falls… (August 23, 2015). 

 

I’ve never faced anything like that and I’d bet you haven’t either. For me, one part of the “Cost of 

Discipleship” as a pastor (and for many years, as an interim pastor), has involved meeting many special 

people – each of you is special, in your own way – and ministering among you and with you. Then, having 

to leave. And move on!  I did five interims; and there have been three settled calls before now.  It was 

painful, a grief to bear, to move on to a NEW CALL.  Yet, the time we shared was also rich, and meaningful, 

if also at times, a cross to bear.  

 

As one person put it, and I quote:  “To become an apostolic witness, according to Jesus, is to experience 

the intensity of a relationship in which the teacher is in a sense reproduced in the student. Channeling 

Martin Luther's famous words, C. S. Lewis claimed just this: "The Church exists for nothing else but to draw 

[people] into Christ, to make them little Christs."(Mere Christianity, p. 171)1  ( Notes from 

www.workingpreacher.org  from Gospel of Matthew 10: 24-39, by Colin Yuckman) 

 

There is a severity in these teachings of Jesus that is cutting, and harsh.  It cuts to the core of the 

question: Where will my loyalty lay?  There is no wishy-washiness about his words.  Either you are with him, 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/128952.Thomas_Kempis
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2375308
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/128952.Thomas_Kempis
https://www.britannica.com/place/Zwolle
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Imitation-of-Christ-devotional-book
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Bible
https://www.britannica.com/art/literature
http://www.workingpreacher.org


or not.  If you aren’t then watch out.  If you are, then watch out!  There is also “illumination” in these words; 

that is, the words illuminate a truth of the cost of following him.   For those who accept his call, Jesus also 

promises care and sustenance in the midst of costly sacrifice (Matthew 19:27).”   

 

Whatever our situation, whether of discord or difficulty or not. We are reminded that Jesus is with us – 

always, and especially when we experience such challenges. Whatever that challenge may be! He also 

assures us. “Take my yoke upon you, for my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”   

  

At the same time there is “a cost” of discipleship, Jesus promises that God has numbered the hairs of our 

heads!  Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground unperceived by 

your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value 

than many sparrows. 

 

He has promised “I am with you always, to the very end.  I believe a critical question in our time is: Can we 

listen to those with different views and different Christian bodies?  In humility, we may discover we do not 

hold the truth; rather, we bear witness to the truth as we understand it.  And we can listen to “the other” as 

they bear witness to the truth as they see it. 

 

In today’s reading from Romans, Paul reminds us that in our Baptism, God kills us and raises us to NEW 

LIFE.   This new life – our Baptism – our LIFE WITH CHRIST -- is a pearl of GREAT price, fastened in pure 

Gold and precious jewels.   There is nothing more precious in all of life than this. For this is also forgiveness 

and eternal life.  

 

To quote Romans 6: “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death?  Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in NEWNESS OF LIFE.” It is 

no longer we who live, but Christ who lives in us! 

 

Jesus said to the disciples that if we find a life for ourselves, we’ve already lost it. But, he goes on to say, if 

we give up our lives for his sake—choosing to follow Jesus and serve all people with love, grace, mercy and 

redemption as he did, even at the expense of self-preservation or value relationships—then we have 

already found our life. 

 

I sounds to me like Jesus is asking us a straightforward questions: who do you love most? Yourself? Your 

most important relationships? Or me? Each of us must ask this question of ourselves—who do we love 

most? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 


