
First Lutheran Church, Morris MN 
Order of Worship for Sunday, May 31, 2020 the Day of Pentecost 

 

Gathering     “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  —Matthew 18:20 

 

Prelude and Lighting of the Candles 

 

Welcoming and Announcements 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.   Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
A reading from Mathew:  Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28: 18-20)  The word of the Lord! 
 
Just as God’s work of creation never ends, so the gifts received in Baptism are renewed every day.  Let us 
give thanks together for the life given in Baptism.   
 
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: for water to bathe in, water to drink, for waters to play in 
and waters that inspire wonder, for water that gives life to our planet.    
 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place:  for water from our tap, for rain and snow, 
for rivers, for all lakes and streams.   
 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
 
We give you thank for your salvation through water: for delivering Noah and his family through the 
floodwaters, for leading your people Israel through the sea to freedom, for preserving the prophet Elijah 
through the time of drought, for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, for quenching the 
Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water.   
 

We give you thanks for your salvation through water. 
 
We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized, and for all who gather here; for godparents and 
baptismal sponsors, for children and grandchildren, for our brothers and sisters in Christ whom we have 
never seen but to whom we are bound.   
 

We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized.   
 
We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit:  for entry into Jesus’ death through these 
waters, for our new birth into a life of freedom and service, for our calling to be your people, sent out for 
the life of the world.   
 

We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 



4. Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
 blow through the wilderness
 calling and free;
 Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,
 stir me from placidness, wind, 
 wind on the sea. 
 You call from tomorrow, 
 you break ancient schemes. 
 From the bondage of sorrow 
 all the captives dream dreams; 
 our women see visions,  
 our men clear their eyes, 
 With bold new decisions 
 your people arise. 

Hymn:  “Spirit of Gentleness”  #396 

1. Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,  
 blow through the wilderness 
 calling and free; 
 Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
 stir me from placidness, wind,  
 wind on the sea. 
 You moved on the waters,   
 you called to the deep, 
 then you coaxed up the mountains  
 from the valleys of sleep; 
 and over the eons  
 you called to each thing; 
 “Awake from your slumbers  
 and rise on your wings.”  

 

Text & Music: James K. Manley.  
©1978 James K. Manley. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 
 
 

 

Kyrie In peace let us pray to the Lord.    Lord, have mercy.   

 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let 
 us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, 
 have mercy.   

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  Amen. 

 

“You Are Holy”  #525 

You are holy, you are whole. You are always ever more  
than we ever understand.  You are always at hand. 
Blessed are you coming near.  Blessed are you coming here 
to your church in wine and bread, raised from soil, raised from dead. 
You are holy, you are wholeness, you are present. 
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord! 
Sing hosanna in the highest! Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to our God!   
 

Text & Music: Per Harling. ©1990 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And 
also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct 
us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in 
your peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

 



 Word 
Reading:  Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  Now there were 
devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  And at this sound the crowd gathered and 
was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.  Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?   And how is it that we hear, each of 
us, in our own native language?  Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.”  All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does 
this mean?”  But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”  But Peter, standing with the 
eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known 
to you, and listen to what I say.  Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning.  No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that 
I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  And I will show portents in the heaven 
above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  Then everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

Reading:  Psalm 104:24-34 

How manifold are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your 
creatures. 

Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, living things both small and great. 

There go the ships to and fro, and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 

All of them look to you to give them their food in due season. 

You give it to them; they gather it; you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and return to their 
dust. 

You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; and so you renew the face of the earth. 

May the glory of the Lord endure forever; O Lord, rejoice in all your works. 

You look at the earth and it trembles; you touch the mountains and they smoke. 

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will praise my God while I have my being. 

May these words of mine please God. I will rejoice in the Lord. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. Hallelujah! 
 

Reading;  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be 
cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.  Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit;  and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord;  and there are varieties of activities, 



but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  All 
these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
chooses.  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body; Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

 

Gospel Acclamation     Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 

    You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

Gospel:  John 20:19-23  (response after announcement of Gospel: Glory to you, O Lord) 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.”  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord.   Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”   When 
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  
 

 (response after reading of Gospel:  Praise to you, O Christ) 

 

Special Music:   Quartet:  “Gracious Spirit, Dwell With Me”  by Thomas T. Lynch 

 

Message 

 

Hymn:  “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading”  #401 

1. Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading, 
  fashion us all anew. 
 It’s your leading that we’re needing, 
 help us to follow you.  Refrain 
 

3. Guide our thinking and our speaking 
 done in your holy name. 
 Motivate all in their seeking, 
 freeing from guilt and shame.  Refrain 
 
5. Keep us fervent in our witness, 
 unswayed by earth’s allure. 
 Ever grant us zealous fitness, 
 which you alone assure.  Refrain 

 
 Text & Music: Wilson Niwagila. © Lutheran Theological College. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 
 

2. Come to teach us, come to nourish 
 those who believe in Christ. 
 Bless the faithful, may they flourish, 
 strengthened by grace un-priced.  Refrain 
 
4. Not mere knowledge, but discernment, 
 nor rootless liberty; 
 turn disquiet to contentment, 
 doubt into certainty.  Refrain 

 
Refrain:   Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 
    Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 



Statement of Faith:  Apostle Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

 

Offering/Offertory  :  “Create in Me a Clean Heart”   #185 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit with me. 

 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers.  
©1993 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 
 
 

 

Prayers  

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times, and 
places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. (a brief silence) 
 

We call on your spirit of unity, giving thanks for our different vocations. Activate and utilize the 
diverse gifts present in our church, that they reveal your love for all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of life, present in air, wind, humidity, storms, and oxygen in our atmosphere, 
breathing energy into all things. Heal with your breath the whole creations, especially those who 
struggle the breathe due to air pollution. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We call on your spirit of righteousness. Wherever we as a people are divided, unite us.  Wherever we 
are prideful, humble us. Give each one of us a heart for justice and empathy. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of healing. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, counselors, and hospice 
workers as they care for those in need. We pray for all who long for comfort. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



We call on your spirit of friendship. As Elizabeth welcomed Mary to her home, give us a spirit of welcome 
to those whom we meet in this congregation and outside these doors. Surprise us daily with unexpected 
grace, that we rejoice in every blessing you send. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of hope. As you have led your saints in all times and places, stir in us the desire to 
follow their example, leading us from death to new life in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy Kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 

Sharing the Peace   Please share a sign the peace with one another  

 

 Sending 
 

Hymn:  “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind”  #400 

1. God of tempest, God of whirlwind, 
 as on Pentecost descend! 
 Drive us our from sheltered comfort; 
 past these walls your people send! 
 Sweep us into costly service, 
 there with Christ to bear the cross, 
 there with Christ to bear the cross. 
  
3. God of earthquake, God of thunder. 
 shake us loose from lethargy! 
 Break the chains of sin asunder, 
 for earth's healing set us free! 
 Crumble walls that still divide us; 
 make us one in Christ our Lord, 
 make us one in Christ our Lord! 

 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr.  Music: John Hughes ©2000 GIA Publications, Inc.  Used with permission under One License #A-710041 
 
  

2. God of blazing, God of burning, 
 all that blocks your purpose purge! 
 Through your church, Christ’s living Body, 
 let your flaming Spirit surge! 
 Where deceit conceals injustice, 
 kindle us to speak your truth, 
 kindle us to speak your truth! 
 
4. God of passion, God unsleeping, 
 stir in us love’s restlessness! 
 Where the people cry in anguish, 
 may we share your heart’s distress. 
 Rouse us from content with evil; 
 claim us for your kingdom’s work, 
 claim us for you kingdom’s work! 



Angie Staples, Mick Rose, those affected by COVID-19, those who serve in the military, families of 

victims of war, terrorism and violence, those in our nursing homes and those who are homebound.  

Continue to pray for the overseas missionary we support. Pastor Alex LaChappelle serving as a pastor of 

Nairobi International Lutheran in Kenya, Africa.  Note: you may honor a loved one and support Pastor 

LaChapelle in Kenya. Contact the church office for information. 

Benediction 
 

   “Peace, God’s Wonderful Peace”   

Peace, peace, peace; God’s wonderful peace be with you 
now and evermore.  Amen, Amen. 
 
William M Runyan, 1870-1957. Arranged by D.M.  Used with permission. 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Sermon for Sunday, May 24, 2020 by Pastor Dan Belgum 
John 17: 1-11, Acts 1: 1-14 

 

Please pray with me…Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your 

love. Send forth your Spirit, and we shall be created and You shall renew the face of the earth.  Amen. 

 
God is good all the time; all the time. God is good. It may not seem like it at this time. Yet, God is good all 

the time.  The steadfast love of God endures forever.  Through the gift of the Word and Spirit -- God’s love 

endures forever. 

 

Someday, we will look back on this time of Pandemic and we will reminisce. What will you remember?  

What will you tell your grandchildren?  What stories will you write down or tell?  How will you remember 

that God sustained you?   What kindness did a neighbor or friend show you?   How did you show kindness 

to the neighbor? How did the Holy Spirit, who gives us breath each moment sustain and guide you? 

 

When we gather to worship, we listen to the “word” the words of Scripture. We “remember” what the 

words teach us about who we are, who God is, who God calls us to be.  We humble ourselves before the 

“living Word” trusting that God has a Word for us!!   

 

If we are willing to listen – God will “speak” to us.  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us!  The Word 

became a human being and lived among us.  The Word became flesh and blood in the coming of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

As we met for our Men’s Bible Study Zoom gathering yesterday morning, we began with some friendly 

“banter,” greeting one another, and so on.  Then, we read the Gospel according to St. John chapter 17, 

verses 1-11.  Our gospel for today. 

 

John 17 is part of what is called Jesus “High Priestly Prayer.”   He is praying for his followers, before he will 

depart – before his passion and his death.  He is praying to God the Father that they will be able to 

continue His work in the world after he departs. 

 

One of the members of our group mentioned that “the birth of Jesus was God’s gift to the world.”  Another 

member of the study responded: From verse 6, it looks like we are a gift to God.  In that verse Jesus prays:  

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world…. They were yours and you 

gave them to me, and they have kept your word.”  

 

I had never before thought of myself – or of other believers – as a gift to God. Have you ever thought of 

yourself “as a gift to God?” As we offer our lives to God, we do become gifts to God.  You are a gift to God. 

Jesus offered his will to God, that God might use him for God’s purposes. This is our calling as well; to offer 

our lives as a gift to God that God may use our lives for God’s glory. That is our purpose. 

 

John Calvin one of the great Reformers and theologians said:  “The purpose of man is to glorify God and 

enjoy God forever.”  Jesus also prays for his followers, for those then, and for us now. He prays for the 

unity of the church.  “Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be 

one, as we are one.”  

 

We know that Christ wants the church to have a unity of purpose.  How can we do this when we are so 

different – as church groups, and as individuals? First, is seeing a sense of coherence in our lives – God-

given coherence.  

 

A few years ago, I was in a large city, and they had a jazz club.  I went to see the group “The Yellowjackets.”  



The group has a pianist, drummer, sax player, and bass guitarist.  They were terrific, and I bought a CD, and 

talked to the pianist during a break.  This CD is entitled Coherent, and the liner notes in the CD say: of 

Coherence:  “the individual parts serve the greater goal of the unified and coherent whole.”  In other words, 

the individuals playing their parts, serve for the whole sound; the group’s entire effort. 

 

That is a perfect description of the church, I realized!  We as individuals serve the greater goal of a unified 

and coherent whole.”  Which is God’s dominion. God’s work for salvation.  Serving with our lives, our 

offerings of our varied talents and skills for the greater good. 

 

Secondly, to fulfill God’s purposes, is the vital necessity of prayer.  I believe one of the most important things 

we can do during this pandemic is to take time to pray. 

 

Let’s look again at the reading from the book of Acts.  If one backs up a few verses before the appointed Acts 

reading starts, we hear that Jesus “ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of 

the Father. ‘This,’ he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’” (Acts 1:4-5). So there they were, having “come 

together,” waiting for the promise of the Father. Waiting for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. And waiting, as 

they asked Jesus, for the restoration of “the kingdom to Israel.” 

 

I don’t know about you, but as I’ve grown a bit weary from my isolation and physical distancing, prayer has 

become very important. Those first believers, including Jesus’ mother and brothers met in Jerusalem, and we 

read: were “constantly devoting themselves to prayer.”  (while they waited for the promised Holy Spirit) 

 

One thing all of US can do, including in and especially in, this pandemic is pray.  We can pray for the church’s 

witness and work in the world, and for the unity of the church. Pray for our leaders in our government and in 

our institutions, and our churches and their leaders. Pray for those who are each day fighting COVID -19, 

health care workers, nurses and doctors, EMTs and Medics, and those serving in nursing homes and 

assisted living centers around the nation.  Grocers, those delivering groceries, the Postal workers who 

diligently deliver our mail, EMTs and medics. 

 

Your life is a gift… and a gift to God!    Jesus prayed for his church and his followers. 

 

Let us pray…  That the Holy Spirit may also give us power for life and witness. 

 

When we reminisce someday after this Pandemic is over, what will we remember? 

 

Amen. 


