
2. God his own doth tend and nourish, 
 in his holy courts they flourish. 
 From all evil things he spares them, 
 in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 
4. Though he giveth and he taketh, 
 God his children ne’r forsaketh; 
 his the loving purpose solely 
 to preserve them pure and holy. 

 

First Lutheran Church, Morris MN 
Order of Worship for Sunday, May 24, 2020 the Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

Gathering     “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  —Matthew 18:20 

 

Prelude and Lighting of the Candles 

 

Welcoming and Announcements 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

Let us confess our sins before God and one another.   
 
O God, we confess that we often rush past opportunities to listen to another’s story, or to lend a helping 
hand.  We miss the mark, missing opportunities to listen and learn from people different from us in 
creed, color or location in life. We confess we are quick to judge, and slow to listen with a sympathetic 
ear.  Forgive us. Open our hearts and our minds to the marvelous ways you work through diverse 
peoples and backgrounds.  Help us to see your Spirit at work in others. 
 
God is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  God isn’t through with any of us; all of us are a work 
in progress.  The Spirit blows fresh air into our lives, that we may know forgiveness and find new life each 
day through the crucified and risen Christ.  
 
Amen.  
 

 

Hymn:  “Children of the Heavenly Father”  #781 

1. Children of the heavenly Father  
 safely in his bosom gather; 
 nestling bird nor star in heaven 
 such a refuge e’er was given.  

 

3. Neither life nor death shall ever  
 from the Lord his children sever; 
 unto them his grace he showeth, 
 and their sorrows all he knoweth. 

 

Text: Carolina Sandell. Music: Swedish folk tune. 
©1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 
 
 

 

Kyrie In peace let us pray to the Lord.    Lord, have mercy.   

 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let 
 us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, 
 have mercy.   

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  Amen. 

 



“You Are Holy”  #525 

You are holy, you are whole. You are always ever more  
than we ever understand.  You are always at hand. 
Blessed are you coming near.  Blessed are you coming here 
to your church in wine and bread, raised from soil, raised from dead. 
You are holy, you are wholeness, you are present. 
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord! 
Sing hosanna in the highest! Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to our God!   
 

Text & Music: Per Harling. ©1990 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And 
also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ 
and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.  
 

 

 Word 
Reading:  Acts 1:6-14 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his 
own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  When he had said this, as 
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  While he was going and they 
were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  Then they returned to Jerusalem 
from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.  When they had 
entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, 
and Judas son of James.  All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

Reading:  Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; let those who hate God flee. 

As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; as the wax melts before the fire, so let the 
wicked perish at the presence of God. 

But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them also be merry and joyful. 

Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds; I AM is the name, rejoice 
before God! 

In your holy habitation, O God, you are the father to orphans, defender of widows; 

You give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; but the rebels shall live in desert 
places. 



O God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched through the wilderness, 

the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain; at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence 
of God, the God of Israel. 

You sent a bountiful rain, O God;  you restored your inheritance when it languished. 

Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 

Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord. 

You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 

Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 

How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, giving strength and power to your people! 
Blessed be God! 

 

Reading;  1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that 
you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed.  If you are reviled for the name of Christ, 
you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time.  Cast all your anxiety on him, 
because he cares for you.  Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 
prowls around, looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your 
brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering.  And after you have suffered 
for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you.  To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Gospel Acclamation     Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 

    You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

Gospel:  John 17:1-11  (response after announcement of Gospel: Glory to you, O Lord) 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal 
life to all whom you have given him.   And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do.  So 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world 
existed.  “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.   Now they know that everything you have given me is 
from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in 
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.  All mine 
are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.  And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 
me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
 

 (response after reading of Gospel:  Praise to you, O Christ) 

Special Music:    

 

Message 

 



Hymn:  “You Are Mine”  #581 

1. I will come to you in the silence, 
 I will lift you from all your fear. 
 You will hear my voice, 
 I claim you as my choice. 
 Be still and know I am here.    
 

3. I am strength for all the despairing, 
 healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 
 All the blind will see, 
 and the lame will all run free, 
 and all will know my name.  Refrain 
 
Refrain:  Do not be afraid, I am with you. 
 I have called you each by name. 
 Come and follow me, I will bring you home; 
 I love you and you are mine. 
 

 Text & Music: David Haas.  ©1991 GIA Publication Inc.  Used with permission under One License #A-710041 
 

  
 

Statement of Faith:  Apostle Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

 

Offering/Offertory  :  “Create in Me a Clean Heart”   #185 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit with me. 

 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers.  
©1993 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 

 

2. I am hope for all who are hopeless, 
 I am eyes for all who long to see. 
 In the shadows of the night, 
 I will be your light 
 Come and rest in me.  Refrain 
 

4. I am the Word that leads all to freedom, 
 I am the peace the world cannot give. 
 I will call your name, 
 embracing all your pain. 
 Stand up, now walk and live!  Refrain 



Prayers  

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times, and 
places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. (a brief silence) 
 

O God, call your people to be one, as you are one. Unite your church in the truth of your gospel, the 
love of our neighbor, and the call to proclaim your reign to all people. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Breathe life into your creation. Guide your people as we explore the mysteries of the universe. We 
pray for the work of scientists and mathematicians whose skill enriches our understanding. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Make your justice known among the nations of the earth. Protect the vulnerable. Redirect those who 
use violence and greed as weapons.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Come to the aid of your children. We pray for those engulfed in grief, those without supportive 
families, and for all who are isolated, powerless, or afraid, that all may rest their anxieties in your 
care.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Give courage to all who embark on new ventures. We especially remember this day those who risked 
their lives to serve in our armed forces. Grant safety to those serving at home or abroad, and assure 
them of your never-failing strength.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Raise all your saints to eternal life. Until that day, we give you thanks for the faithful examples of 
those who have listened to your voice and now rest in you.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal 
care; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy Kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

Sharing the Peace   Please share a sign the peace with one another  

 



Mick Rose, Angie Staples, those affected by COVID-19, those who serve in the military, families of 

victims of war, terrorism and violence, those in our nursing homes and those who are homebound.  

Continue to pray for the overseas missionary we support. Pastor Alex LaChappelle serving as a pastor of 

Nairobi International Lutheran in Kenya, Africa.  Note: you may honor a loved one and support Pastor 

LaChapelle in Kenya. Contact the church office for information. 

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
Refrain 

 
Refrain: 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 Sending 
 

Hymn:  “Great is Thy Faithfulness”  #733 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
 there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
 though changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 
 as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.   
 Refrain 
  
3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
 blessing all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 Refrain 

 

Text: Thomas O Chisholm. Music: William M Runyan. ©1923 ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Co.. Used with permission under One License #A-710041 
 
  

  
 

Benediction 

 

 

  

 



Sermon for Sunday, May 17, 2020 by Pastor Dan Belgum 
 
A recent new song caught my attention recently.   Michael Joncas is the composer and author of the beloved hymn, 
On Eagles’ Wings.  He is a Roman Catholic priest, as well as a composer for the church. He recently wrote another 
song, called “Shelter Me.”  Here are his words of introduction: 
 
COMPOSER’S NOTE: These are difficult times for all of us, individually and globally. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
disrupted life as normal and called for acts of corporate and individual heroism in the face of present suffering and 
an uncertain future. People of faith may be struggling to articulate their belief in an all-good and all-powerful God in 
this new era.  “Shelter Me” is my attempt as a church composer to find God’s presence even in these fraught times. 
Based on the beloved Psalm 23, my paraphrase adapts the psalmist’s sentiments to respond to our present 
anxieties:  
 

“Shelter Me” 
 

Shepherd and sheep, my God and I:  
to fresh green fields you led my steps in days gone by.  

You gave me rest by quiet springs and filled my soul with peace your loving presence brings. 
 

REFRAIN: O shelter me, O shelter me:  
The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. O shelter me, O shelter me: 

All will be well if only you will shelter me.  
 

Yet now I tread a diff’rent way;  
Death dogs my path with stealthy steps from day to day.  

I cannot find your peaceful place But dwell in dreary darkness, longing for your face.  Refrain.   
 

I will look back in days to come  
and realize your faithfulness has led me home.  

Within your house I’ll find my peace, trusting that in your mercy you have sheltered me. Refrain.   
 

[Copyright 2020. The Jan Michael Joncas Trust. All rights reserved.]  
 

The past week, I pondered the words of this new and timely song and I’ve pondered the words Psalm 23:  The Lord 
is my Shepherd, I shall not want.  Even though I pass through the darkest valley (or, “the valley of the shadow of 
death”) I fear no evil, for you are with me/.  These words are powerful, and full of goodness and mercy and, 
especially in these days of a pandemic. 
 
I think there is a link to today’s Gospel text from John 14.  Here in John, Jesus’ words to his disciples come as he is 
preparing them for his death – his departure. 
 
‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.” (John 14: 15-17) 
 
The words “another Advocate” tell us that there was a “first” Advocate. Who was that?  Jesus himself was our first 
Advocate.  He was willing to go to his death, to bring peace and salvation.  Jesus is present with us through “the 
Advocate; the Spirit of truth.” 
 
The word we have here, Advocate, is in the original language “Paraklete” which means “To call, alongside of.”   The 
words Paraklete can also be translated helper, counselor, comforter, revealing some of the roles of the Holy Spirit.   
 



The Spirit is most certainly mysterious, working according to God’s will! Like a breeze, or the wind, we don’t know 
where it comes from or where it is going but we can at times feel the effect of that wind (or, God’s Spirit).  
Dr. Martin Luther, in his Small Catechism, gives us a remarkable explanation of the work of the Holy Spirit.  These 

words of explanation have always been helpful and reassuring to me… 
 
In explaining the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed, the part where we profess: “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy 
Catholic Church….” (etc.), Luther writes: “I believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus 
Christ my Lord or come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with his 
gifts, made me holy and kept me in the true faith.”  
 
The Holy Spirit (or “Advocate)”) inspires our faith in Christ! Daily, the Spirit sustains us and strengthens us!  Especially 
when we listen to God’s Word, the Spirit can work drawing us into a living relationship with a living God.  We have a 
role in listening, and praying for the Spirit to help us in our lives. 
 
Jesus said: “You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.”  In John’s Gospel, when we hear the 
word “abides” it means “to be in relationship with.”  God desires to be in relationship with us, and the Spirit is the living 
presence of the risen Christ with us…  We are children of God, and as children, heirs of God.  God’s promises are 
powerful and give us confidence, for God is worthy of trust.  
 
Even if we don’t know it or realize it, the Spirit is mysteriously with us.  Think of your breath… Take a breath: inhale and 
then, exhale…  We don’t have to think about breathing, yet, our breathing sustains our bodies – our lives.  So the Spirit 
is at work, even when we don’t think about this, to sustain and bring life. The Spirit “abides with you, and he will be in 
you,” Jesus promises his people. 
 
Because the Holy Spirit abides with us, it follows that the Spirit is with us: 

As we gather for worship in the Triune name… 
As we confess our sin, and hear the words of absolution… 
In the garden, as we are tending the soil, and flowers and fruits of the earth… 
In our homes… And as we parent or grandparent… 
On the tractor, and beside us in the fields as we plant, cultivate, fertilize, tend to livestock... 
In the hospital… as we visit another, serve there, or are a patient… 
When you are praying alone or with others… 
When we work for justice and peace in the world… 
In our workplaces… 
In conflict or in calm…. 
 

And, definitely, the Spirit is present as we obey his command to “love one another.”  In fact, it is the Spirit who inspires 
us to love, to offer ourselves for the sake of the world. The Advocate:  Helper, Comforter, Counselor, Guide. Leading us 
into the truth.  Using us (yes, us) to be God’s hands and feet and voice in the world.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


